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The effect of the planning laws on the formation of the
residential neighborhoods between theory and practice.

Dr. Maher Al Manasra / Agaba Univ. of Technology — Collage of Engineering / Department
of Architectural Engineering

Key wards: Building legalizations and laws; neighborhoods; planning system; housing;
international planning standards; general plan; forming.

Abstract

This research is discussing how the Jordanian building legalization and laws reflect on the
design of the existing neighborhoods, and the difference of the final forms of the
neighborhoods between theory and practice. The relationship of such legislation on the
planning system at all levels, starting from the form of cities spatial and visual compositions
level, passing through neighborhoods and ending with residents and housing by providing a
summary of the research nature depending on the planning theory and the practical reflection
of such theory at the land in practice. Where the first part is a theoretical one discussing the
analytical studies of the building laws, regulations and legalizations used in the planning
process at the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan in order to determine the strengths, weaknesses,
contained therein and compared with many global and regional planning standards of several
countries such as (Britain and the United States of America Canada and the Soviet Union,
India, Syria and the Arab Republic of Egypt..etc) then, those international standards to be
used in the development of planning standards that will raise the general plan of the city
efficiency and can thus meet the needs of the individual in the contemporary city.

The second part is a practical application of the out coming developed standards to explain
the new scientific approach to new planning design by using the comparative method to form
a neighborhood site once by using the Jordanian laws and regulations and second design for



the same neighborhood site, but using a set of planning standards that have been developed
supported by drawings, animation and model.

Here we shall noticed the need of joining of all efforts through the cooperation of government
and private institutions to emphasize the need to develop the outputs of this research to
develop and improve the planning standards and regulations to put them between the hands of
the decision-makers to work on recruitment the developed planning laws and regulations in
order to improve the final design of the residential neighbors and thus for the city as a whole.
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